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More info in the  

January Newsletter 

2019 35th Lima 3/5 Reunion 
San Antonio, Texas 

 
Back in the olden days,  
Lima 3/5 had a bottle of  
Crown Royal on a Wood 
Memorial Base that listed 
all of the Reunions with  
the year and cities on  
metallic labels. 
 
Does anyone know where  
this Reunion item might be? 
 
There was also KIA Wrist 
Bands of our Lima 3/5  
Brothers who died in 
Vietnam. 
 
Please let me know if you 
have any information. 



Marine Corps Birthday 



5-24  2018 San Diego reunion  5-25 



5-26  2018 San Diego Reunion  5-27 



 San Diego Reunion  5-28 



    
Theodore Crisp in the U.S.M.C. 
                      
    On February 8, 1968 I enlisted in the United States Marine Corps for a three year enlistment.  I entered the 
Marines with a 90 day delay program which allowed me to get all of my personal obligations at home taken 
care of. 
 
  I departed Saginaw, Michigan on May 16, 1968 by jet and arrived at Los Angeles airport California.   I was 
then bused to San Diego, to the Marine Corp Recruit Depot and assigned to the Third Battalion, Platoon 395 
where I endured three months of the required recruit training from May 27, to July 23.  This included a one 
month stay at Edson Rifle Range for snapping in training and live firing. 
 
  After basic graduation on July 30, I was sent to the 2nd Infantry Training Regiment, 1st Battalion, Charlie 
Company at Camp San Onofre one of the many smaller camps on the larger Camp Pendleton, in  California.  
I completed the training in four weeks.  On September 24, I was sent to Head Quarters Company, 2nd Infan-
try Training Regiment at Camp Horno to a place called Tent City for four more weeks of infantry training.  I 
was promoted to the rank of E2, Private First Class, shortly after I received orders to report to Viet Nam. 
 
   All Marines going to Viet Nam receive another two weeks of Infantry training at a place called Staging Bat-
talion at Camp Las Pulgas on Camp Pendleton.  I completed this, but was then ordered to proceed to Camp 
Margarita on November 2 to join Mike Company, 3rd Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th Marine Division for more In-
fantry training. 
 
  On December 22, I received a ten day Christmas leave which I took in Saginaw, Michigan.   After I returned 
to Pendleton, I was then cut new orders for Viet Nam.   On January 12, 1969 I flew by jet from El Toro Air-
base and arrived at the Da Nang airbase in the Northern part of South Viet Nam. 
 
   I was then helicoptered to a Marine Corp Fire Support Base called Ann Hoa in the Quang Nam Providence 
in the I corps just south of the De Militarized Zone.  I was assigned to Lima Company, 3rd Battalion, Fifth 
Marines, First Marine Division. 
 
   After one week of orientation classes I was then helicoptered to the mountains to join Lima Company, third 
platoon, second squad as a rifleman to join in search and destroy missions.  The mountainous region we 
were in was called triple canopy because the trees were tall and blocked out the sunlight from reaching the 
ground. 
 
  After leaving that area we located a high hill and established fire support base Tomahawk with three 105 
mm howitzers. We gave the big guns security and ran patrols for one month. 
 
   In March my platoon was selected to be transported to an abandoned Army fire support base named Land-
ing Zone Dagger which kind of reminded me of a lost plateau with its sheer cliffs on all four sides.  After three 
weeks of patrols and working parties we were attacked by a force of North Vietnamese Army sappers and 
during the attack they threw 34 Chinese communist hand grenades at our position which destroyed our se-
curity bunker and caused me to lose my hearing for three days. 
 
  Soon after we were all evacuated back to our fire support base at Ann Hoa for rest and resupply.   I was 
sent to the Navy Da Nang Evacuation Hospital where I was diagnosed as having Tinnitus, a constant ringing 
in my ears caused by loud explosions. 
 
   On my return to Ann Hoa I was assigned to strong point Alpha, a small bunkered complex on the outskirts 
of our base and given a light duty classification and worked in a small mess hall for two weeks. 
 
 
 
 

Ted Crisp Stories 



Ted crisp stories 

   I ended up catching a touch of malaria and on April 29. I was then medevac’d by helicopter to the Da 
Nang Evacuation Hospital for treatment.  After two weeks of treatment and one week of getting my strength 
back I was released back to active duty.  That was on May13, Mother’s Day.  An interesting event hap-
pened that same day. On my return to the Lima Company area I was instructed to proceed down to the 
Company supply clerk and to draw equipment to return out to the field that day as our Company had been 
ambushed by the NVA and our company needed reinforcements badly.  They took a lot of casualties that 
day and it came to be known as the Mother’s Day Massacre.  Instead of returning to the field they decided 
to withdraw our company back to Ann Hoa for rebuilding and reequipping. 
 
   On July I was promoted to E3, Lance Corporal and again we were sent up to the mountains for a large 
search and destroy operation. 
 
  I was then made a Team Leader of a four man unit in our squad of sixteen. 
 
   After more experience in the mountains, I was given a Squad Leaders job in charge of my own sixteen 
men in September. The size of our squads ranged from nine to twenty men depending on the combat situa-
tion. 
 
   In November during the Monsoon season we were on an operation on Football Island in the Thu Bon Riv-
er.   It rained so hard that we could not get food and water supply in for three days.  We were so hungry we 
were digging for plant roots to cook up to eat. 
 
   On November 27, Thanksgiving Day, we were withdrawn from the field to do security at Liberty Bridge on 
the Bon River to protect it from enemy sapper demolition and help keep the supply convoys heading to Ann 
Hoa.  At the mess hall they had ran out of turkey so they feed us each one piece of chicken to supplement 
our combat rations. 
 
  On December 20, I was pulled back to the Company rear area being released from field operations for an 
end of tour wind down. 
 
  January 3, 1970 I was helicoptered from Ann Hoa to Da Nang for processing out of Viet Nam.   On the 6th 
I left Nam to fly on a jet to a California airport for release to a 30 day leave.  I then flew to Saginaw, Michi-
gan to a happy reunion with family. 
 
   After my leave I was assigned to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina to Echo Company, 2nd Battalion, 8th 
Marines, 2nd Marine Division for a gathering together of non-essential Marines who were eligible for an 
early out. 
 
 They had decided to give me an early release of fourteen months off my three year enlistment. 
  Upon release on April 21, 1970, I returned to Saginaw, Michigan to a surprised and pleased family. 
 
                                                               HAPPY  HAPPY 

 
 
Ted Crisp sent me a set 
of Short Stories from his 
time in the Marine Corps. 
They are all very good 
and I will be adding them 
to the upcoming news let-
ters. This was his first sto-
ry. 




