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S E M P E R    F I D E L I S

January, 2012 . . . Newsletter #92 . . . Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Vietnam 1967
Bill Racz, Ken Cristie, Jerry Winters, Dan Creech, John Green and John Roberts.

Happy
    Holidays



Change of Address
Joe Barna	 Wayne Chalou	 J P Hunt	 Donald Lavetter	
7 1st Avenue, #1C	 292 Dirigo Road	 1724 N. Barranca Avenue	 12269 N. Sterling Avenue
Raritan, NJ 08869	 China, ME 04358	 Ontario, CA 91764	 Oro Valley, AZ 85755

Robert Morelos	 Lee Gound	 Buzz Perez
16816 88th Avenue	 P.O. Box 12480	 5810 Garden Oaks Drive
Tinley Park, IL 60487	 Burke, VA 22009	 Austin, TX 78745

New E-mails		  Lost E-Mail
Terry Benton	 npbenton2010@hotmail.com	 Larry Cantrell	 Ron Eby	 Bob Garcia	 John Giartonia	
		  	 Mark Nickerson	 Mike Marnach	 Dave Petchel	 Charles Rose

Lost Contact	
Ray Beall	 Bob Bragole	 Dan Delich	 Fidenco Joven	 Foster Knight
Des Moines, IA	 Buckeye, AZ	 Warren, OH	 Bakersfield, CA	 Craigsville, VA

Pat Lenhart	 Charles Martin	 Larry McRae	 Archie Rose	 Mike Marnach
Salem, OH	 Zolfo Springs, FL	 Altamonte Springs, FL	 Dilliner, PA	 Topeka, KS	

New Guys	
Norman A. Charles	 Harry H. Hanna	 James E. Johnson	 James R. Martin	
52 Adams Street NW	 299 Jones Place	 12612 Eryn Blvd	 2811 Wagonwheel Road
Washington, DC 20001	 Canal Winchester, OH 43110	 Clermont, FL 34711	 Reidsville, NC 27320
202-232-5056	 614-749-2790	 352-394-3958	 336-421-3736
yze2r8ys@verizon.net	 joehanna166@yahoo.com	 jjohn28162@aol.com	 jmmartin1@att.net
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MEMBERSHIP INFO

Lima 3/5 Website:
Checkout the Command Chronologies and Operations at www.limathreefive.com

E-mail addresses are very important.
Of  the 455 members on the roster, I only have 171 e-mail addresses. 

This Newsletter will be the first to be sent out via e-mail to save on postage. 
I also need your e-mail address to send up-dated rosters. 

If  you move, send me a change of  address, phone number and e-mail. Thanks

DON’T FORGET TO MAIL OR E-MAIL ME ANY ADDRESS CHANGES
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Just a few of the Purple Heart and Specialty License Plates 
at the Chattanooga Reunion

A Thank You to all Vietnam Vets from a Marine in Iraq
A guy gets time to think over here and I was thinking about all the support we get from home. Sometimes it’s 

overwhelming. We get care packages at times faster than we can use them. There are boxes and boxes of toiletries 
and snacks lining the center of every tent; the generosity has been amazing. So, I was pondering the question: “Why 
do we have so much support?”

In my opinion, it all came down to one thing: Vietnam Veterans. I think we learned a lesson, as a nation, that no 
matter what, you have to support the troops who are on the line, who are risking everything. We treated them so 
poorly back then. When they returned was even worse. The stories are nightmarish of what our returning warriors 
were subjected to. It is a national scar, a blemish on our country, an embarrassment to all of us.

After Vietnam, it had time to sink in. The guilt in our collective consciousness grew. It shamed us. However, we 
learned from our mistake. Somewhere during the late 1970’s and on into the 80’s, we realized that we can’t treat our 
warriors that way. So ... starting during the Gulf War, when the first real opportunity arose to stand up and support 
the troops, we did. We did it to support our friends and family going off to war. But we also did it to right the wrongs 
from the Vietnam era. We treat our troops of today like the heroes they were, and are, acknowledge and celebrate 
their sacrifice, and rejoice at their homecoming ... instead of spitting on them.

And that support continues today for those of us in Iraq . Our country knows that it must support us and it does. 
The lesson was learned in Vietnam and we are all better because of it.

Everyone who has gone before is a hero. They are celebrated in my heart. I think admirably of all those who have 
gone before me. From those who fought to establish this country in the late 1770’s to those I serve with here in Iraq. 
They have all sacrificed to ensure our freedom. But when I get back home, I’m going to make it a personal mission 
to specifically thank every Vietnam Vet I encounter for THEIR sacrifice. Because if nothing else good came from that 
terrible war, one thing did. It was the lesson learned on how we treat our warriors. We as a country learned from our 
mistake and now we treat our warriors as heroes, as we should have all along. I am the beneficiary of their sacrifice. 
Not only for the freedom they, like veterans from other wars, ensured, but for how well our country now treats my 
fellow Marines and me. We are the beneficiaries of their sacrifice.

Semper Fidelis, Major Brian P. Bresnahan, United States Marine Corps

Poppy always smiles with jet black eyes.
Through sealed red lips he filters careful thought,
He’s forced into the present from the pain
Of drifting back to days when young men fought.

He will not soil clean sleeves with his own heart,
But I saw his shirt one day the staunch wall fell
It’s stained with ruby handprints - his best friend
Who clung to him while slipping out of hell.

My mother’s life replaced his friend’s that day
But Poppy did not hear her firstborn cries,
The gunshots were too loud, the smoke too thick
And joy is hard to see through bloodstained eyes.

	 POPPY	 By Laura Howells - Dave Stinson’s Granddaughter

But Poppy’s walls are strong and rarely fall
(Perhaps his weakness is his lock and key)
No words he speaks can make us understand
The tragedy of what he had to be.

I go to Poppy’s house, I see his room -
Lone tribute to his dark and taboo past -
Where centered ’midst the medals and the pride
Beloved flag is hanging at half mast.

Now standing on a cold November morn
I watch him march - a shadow of the days
Where men were men and brandished willing hearts
To hold a nation in their jet black gaze.
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Photographs from Jerry Winters’ Vietnam Scrapbook - sometime in 1967

Wayne Rushing & Jerry Winters Mike Ryder Jerry Winters, Dwight Ticgelaor
& Rich Motznger

Bill Rhoads & Jerry Winters Tom Falk & Lorenzo Mungaray Rich Motzinger & Horace Martin

Bill Burger, Bill Rhoades
& Jim Morelli

Jerry Winters & Jerry Zimmerman Rich Motzinger &
Dwight Ticgelaor

Freddie Butts Henry Smalls Bob Olsen
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REUNION 2012 • FREDERICKSBURG, VA

QUANTICO / WASHINGTON, DC AREA
June 12th thru June 17th, 2012

Attractions: Old Town Fredericksburg, Civil War Life Museum, James Monroe Museum, 
Belvedere Plantation, Marine Corps Museum, Quantico, Stonewall Jackson Shrine, 

and plenty of shopping. There are links to these attractions plus others on the hotel website.

Hospitality Room opens Tuesday, June 12th.

Business Meeting Saturday, June 16th 9:00 am 

Banquet and Silent Auction Saturday, June 16th
 Cocktails at 6:00 pm, Dinner at 7:00 pm

$85.00 Room Rates
for a single king or two queen beds 

plus 11% sales tax

Book your room by calling toll free and requesting 
Lima Company 3/5 Vietnam Reunion

540-786-8321 or toll free 1-800-682-1049

Or book it online at
https://reservations.ihotelier.com/crs/g_

reservation.cfm?groupID=636272&hotelID=15003

60 Rooms are blocked & Room Reservation 
Deadline is June 1, 2012

Fredericksburg Hospitality House Hotel and Conference Center

2801 Plank Road, Fredericksburg, VA  22401

Marine 
Corps 
Museum

Reunion Shirt Order Forms will be in the March Newsletter
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